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HISTORY of ROAD BUILDING in NS 

• A record of asphalt paving in the province can be 
traced to two streets in New Glasgow in 1894 

• Early roads were paved with Tarvia, a soft tar from the 
U. S. southwest it had a consistency somewhere 
between crude oil and asphalt when heated. 
Gravelled roads were graded and rolled and the Tarvia 
sprayed on the surface, After a day or two a layer of 
sand or crushed rock was graded to give a waterproof 
wearing surface. 
Traffic was kept off the road for a day or so to allow 
curing  
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1923 
 

On April 15 it became law that driving 
would be on the right hand side of the 

road. A sign was to be placed in 
windshields displaying 

 
“Keep to the Right”  









1932 
 

Caterpillar changed color from grey and 
red to ‘Hiway Yellow’. 

Adnun introduced an asphalt spreader 
that needed no forms. 



1934 
On April 20, Municipal Spraying and 

Contracting was formed. It had operated 
as a branch of the  

P.F. Law Company before this time in the 
business of dust control on gravel roads. 
They opened a quarry at Grand Lake to 

supply aggregate for paving old Highway 2 
from Fall River to Enfield. 







1936 
 

Motor Vehicle Inspection began 
with 23,242 cars checked and 
4,061 were found defective. 







1937 
 

Route 1 Halifax to Yarmouth through 
Kentville paving completed. First white 

centre lines painted on a trial basis. 
 







NSRBA Established 

• Established April 9, 1947 

• Group of Contractors 

• Discuss Industry Problems 

• Build Close & Friendly Relationship w/ Dept. 
of Highways 

• Raise Industry Standards 

• Encourage Efficiency  

• Exchange Ideas and Expertise  
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1958 
 

Liquid Asphalt selling for $59 to $65 a ton 
(add 20% for metric) 

Fuel at 17 cents a gallon 
(Dry one ton of aggregate for about 35 

cents) 



1966 
 

Minimum wage (first set in 1965) for the 
province. Halifax and Sydney had the highest 

rate for men at $1.10. Nova Scotia 
Federation of Labour proposed the 

elimination of zones and a rate increase to 
$1.50 with equal pay for men and women. 











ASPHALT RATE STRUCTURE 
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BEST PRACTICES 



PLANNING 

• Quantify truck needs 
– Maintain consistent flow 

• Plant capacity 

• Haul distance 

• Traffic considerations 

• Laydown operation 

• Order trucks 

• Receive confirmation from dispatcher 
– Call neighbouring association 

– Supplement with company vehicles 
 



PLANT 

• Punctual  

• Paperwork  

– Registration,WCB, First Aid, Safety Certification 

• Clean - dump box, fuel and oil leaks 

• Bed release agent 

• Load truck – 3 dumps 

• Tarp load 

 

 















SOLUTION? 





JOBSITE 
• Unload third truck first 

• Leave tarp on until ready to unload 

• Traffic Control 
– Follow flow of traffic – Pilot Vehicle 

– Avoid turning within TC Zone or private property 

• Safety 
– CSA Boots, Safety Vest, Hard Hat 

– Shared Responsibility 

– Administrative Penalties 

 

 

 
 



JOBSITE 

• Cigarette packs and coffee cups – leave in cab 

• Follow direction of spotter 

• Allow paver to pickup truck 

• Clean out at designated location  

• Dependability and accountability 

 



CONTRACTOR RISK 

• Penalty/Bonus Structure 

– Mix Quality 

– Pavement Smoothness 

– Compaction 

– Segregation 

 









SUMMARY 

• Contractors need trucks to build roads 

• Consistency provides quality  

– Steady consistent flow of material 

– Non-stop paving 

• Partnership 

• Shared responsibility 

• Effective communication 




